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When tolerance in the realm of ideas is inspired by a
beart that is pure and free of every kind of evil, it is not likely
to dim the feelings of holy enthusiasm that are part of the
contents of a simple religious faith, the source of the happi-
ness of all life. On the contrary, it will broaden and enhance
the basis of the enthusiasm dedicated to God. Tolerance is
equipped with a profound faith, reaching a point of recogniz-
ing that it is impossible for any soul to become altogether
devoid of holy illumination, for the life of the living God is

present in all life.

Out of this great and holy percep-
ton and faith is engendered tolerance, to encircle all with the

thread of compassion. “I will gather together all of you, O

Jacob”™ Mic. 2:12).
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To withdraw into solitud
Torah's vision. Suchap
DOt meant to be a soljt

€, imagining that this leads to closeness with God, is foreign to the

ath runs so contrary to Judaism, that even the pursuit of Torah wisdom is
ary quest, but a journey we take together.

(Adapted from Ein Eyah vol. 11, pp. 389-390)
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An open letter to the moshavim of the Galilee, September 23, 1913

My beloved brothers, if only I had arms the size of the world, so that
I could hug you all with love. (IR 2, p- 229)
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We must therefore admit our error in

identifying the essence of Judaism with its surface appearance,
its outer, baser side. For this self-image has made us fearful. We
are conscious only of our dispersion and division.*The Hamans
of every generation, who strike at us with their poisonous ha-
tred, particularly in this transition period, perceive our weak
side, for it is visible and recognizable. But precisely through
these tribulations we shall come to sense that we possess a
previously unknown, collective soul, a great national spirit
whose existence we have forgotten. It abounds with vitality and
possesses sufficient power to renew our lives as of od
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- Amidst all the redeemers,
emancipators, and friends, amidst all the subjugators and en-
emies and their various councils, He Who sits in the heavens
laughs, bringing us the light of salvation and redemption of the
worlds. From a condition of “until he cannot distinguish be-
tween ‘cursed is Haman' and ‘blessed is Mordechai’” comes the
supernal inclination to find the unknown Jew within us.
Brothers shall know one another and join hands, and a mighty
voice will be heard: “Let us rise up and ascend to Zion, to the
house of our Lord!” (Jer. 31:5). And, as was said in the days of
Mordechai and Esther, it shall be said that there is one united
nation, standing strong, which will rebuild its ruins through its
hidden, internal repository in which the blessing of “Go, gather
all the Jews” is concealed. “One is obligated to drink on Purim
until he cannot distinguish between ‘cursed is Haman' and
"blessed is Mordechai,’ ” and let us say, “L’chaim, I'chaim,” to good
life and peace for all of Israel, and all say, “Amen.”

Ma’amarei HaRe'iyah, pp. 155-7
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@ moTa0 — Hadassah. There is a /

difference of opinion among the, dechai alluded to in the Torah? — In
Sages (Meg. 13a) whether Hadassah the verse 1111 — flowing myrrh

was her proper name and Esther (Exod. 30:22) which the Targum
was added later,' or vice-versa. Both renders as K37 K7™ ‘Mira Dachia’
names are descriptive of her virtues. [which both in spelling and sound
Hadassah is derived from the Heb- resemble 37 — Mordechai —
rew word ©D77— myrtle’; Esther N

) . (Chulin 139b).
;O?ﬁ::fo?; - _fs(fﬁti;ﬁ[ﬁs beautiful Just as myrrh is the foremost of

‘Just as the myrtle [073) has a spices, so Mor_clechai wasf t}l:-e fore-
sweet smell but a bitter taste, so Eg;;gf{ﬁt;isr:sg}l?)t’eous o e Bey
Esther was sweet to Mordechai but

bitter to Haman' (Midrash).

27 — Mordechai. Where is Mor- \Lf
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did the verse publicize what their burden contained? "33 ¢ 173% 192 ¥7"7 — To make AN
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